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©. The Preface to'the Reader. 
Pa" reafor,” why 7 pubHfsthis Sermov, is partly to 
'"- gratifie the nd of ſo eo wt. y to prevent the 
Qs miſrepreſentations of others but chiefly for the ſame 
end, for which 1 preacht it, viz. totake the advantage of thi 
| . preſent op —_ make ſome impreſſions upon mens minds, 


which Tfear at other times; they wilt net fo eafily receive. 
- 7 hope all hoxeft men, even Diſſenters themſelves,do from 
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their hearts abhor thoſe villanous' defigns againſt the Life 
of our King , which God of his great mercy to theſe King- 
doms has ſo lately brought to light: and while they are poſ- 
ſeſt with ſuch an abhorrence + the Treaſon, it ſeems to me, 
tobe a very proper ſeaſon to put them in mind by what means 
ſuch evil defigns have been firſt formed and encouraged and 
brought to _— and perfettion ; that thoſe , who have 
been cheated into a Fattion by ſome plauſible po and 
have followedthe general noiſe andoutcry in the ſimplicity of = 
their hearts ,\ may take' warning for the future, and avoid 
every fiepand advance towards Sedition andTreaſon,as well: 
|. as abbor the Ti Fogks it ſelf. | '*.- 
| It was impoſſible to do-this , without calling to mind a 
great many things, which to be ſure, thoſe who are any ways 
concerned are not now willing to hear of; aud that withſuch 
Plainneſs, as is neceſſary to convince men of the evil nature: 
and tendency of ſuch praftices : but God is my witneſs, that 
F did not this-with the leaſt defign to wpbraig or. reproach. 
any-men, or party of men, but with the fam? boue}t. and cha- 
ritable intentions, though it m_—_ ot with the ſame 5t11, 
that a Chirurgeon uſes in ſearching a wound to the very bot- 
Ee den Und rent ty ot 
36.4 Cure; *-- DR OASERLS ; | | | 
. Some perſons, I hear,have objefted againſt this Diſcoutſe, 44 
that I ſeem to charge this Plot upon the Proteſtant Diſſen- A 
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fers, and infinuate that it isa- —F—— a true Procefiant 


Plot. , God forbid that. all Proteffnio7 Diſſearens Jbanld be 

concerned in this Plot, T hope better an s of many of 

then; nor do. [ wngert p40 wider ade) 
at I vicant.. Ls  xothing. juhad idewtio a 


who believes « Plot," that #his borribl | 
contrived and carried on by thoſe mon., "od. af late On 
pretended ta be the :only txue der ty 1. nos __ 
they would nat allow to any. man OP ATR} 
concerned either for the King, , ot the Church of, agland 
Whether ſuch men have awy Religion or nowe'; whatie wh 
go to.Conventicles , or te give the better grace te the buſt- 
neſs, ſometimes hear the Comman Prayer , 'is all one to me+. 
I ans ſure the turbulent {pirit ,, which has of late alted "EM 
Diſſenters, and their eunillingeſs to believe any Plot fi 
gives:top juſt a ſaſpicion of many of them. 

Though we are all bound to praiſe and adore the Diving 
conkenl in defeating ſuch wicked T2 yet T ane fo far frovk 
triumphing over theſe men, that 1 canmpe but' fit anal nourn 
over them; n my heart: a « for that at fondel, that is dove t0. 

Religion, that :, 2 Vantag ch is g7VER T0. the:comman ene= 

» for the fin ond the al of reat Man, avd the raine of. 
Noble Families; but what,is done, cannot bt 
our care muſt look forward, ta times to comg, "fo: remava tbe. 
occaſions, to root up the wery ſeeds. and. Principles of Seditions 
that theſe ſhakings and convulligns. of State may at. left jevtie, 
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XVIIL P SALM, ©. 50. 


Great deliverance giveth he-to bis King , and 
'  ſheweth mercy to bis Anointed, to David and to 
by Seed for evermore. 


» Ca 


FR His Plalm was pen'dby Davidin a thank 
= ful remembrance of thoſe. many won- 
+ derful, deliverances, ., which God, had 
"wrought for him ; and particularly 'his 
- deliverance. from the hands of Sagl, a 
he is jealous, po wh, and implacable ene- 

my, ns ws are xpredly T FOR » 28am, 22. x... 
This Prince, rough he were immediately ad- 
vanced to the Throne by himſelf, could not eſcape 


the Confpiracies of his: enemies both at: home and a- 
* broad; for Men of Turbulent and reſtleſs Spirits,will be 


fureto find or make ſome pretences or occaſions of quar- 

jel, under the re juſt and equal Government. | - 
Sometimes men diſpate a 524 of Succeſfion:; but 

this REY. could not do here , unleſs they would diſpute 


ad , —_ inted by his-Pro» 
- mee ico not x Gent im from Conſpirs- 


Fllions, | __.- 
| Others 


7 hp lace and diplacpP rinces ;, for. David was 
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Others pretend ES On and Male-admini 
firation of Goverment , be Loh h their Ticentious noiſes 


_ ant Tlamours ſufficiently e confure it ; for men; who are 


13 Rom.2. 


d 


moſt oppreſt dare ſay the leaſt of it. The Libertiesand 


e Pj1 


ad 
an witer 
their Liberties and - perties —_— thei Prince, itisa 
much hardex task to ſecurethemfelyes Fajnuheir fellow- 
Subjects. Xen who have no Property have ſome en- 


coura 4 * ——_— for Property:;, for iti 
Po(tible 5g nay t ſomething in the ſcramble.,. when 
MtaW an rope ty ceaſes , but thepropert, of \'the 
Sword : but methinks men of "Hodotir- ati plaitiful 
Fortune , ſhould not. be ſo zealous for transferring Pro- 
petties,” fo enrich Beggars, and fibmit Ferns x ek uy 
Yoke ind Kon ie 6 their owh \ Sr ap ioſt 
Lite expetience has tar we to'be the plorious of 
Wy Henbn op 4 c 


= ion. oh | 
Wor thi 


zht the deateft-intereſt of f all ; 
but methinks-rt p ot efotis Way for men to Rebel 

fave their Souls; 'when'Ge Tas chreathntd” Parriation 
againſt thoſe who Rebel : but this is as vain'a pretence 
as Liberty and Propert 


who have' 7 gion is'7'quiet, 'peattable, pover- 
nable thing; it teaches'Mmen'to fuffer patiehtly, butnot 


to Rebel. And Were there” any true concernment for 
Religion in this pretence, can we imagine, that the moſt 
profeſt Atheiſts, the moſt lewd profligate Wretches, the 


pevet Tec ies and Moniſters of wickednefs ;- Thould ; 


r Xelipion 2 * 5 
thr fel eh We'Z {ons for, 


evidenr;ir is ot Ri 
a in Retip 


on ; that is, that cvery one may have his erty to 
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le. es of the Subjed, is an dents pretence to 


Yretence e for their Rebel lion, | 


3 for no men fig t for Religion, | 


tura;' 45 
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, or of none; which ſervesthe Atheiſts 
as; Wi _—_ SeQtaries, Dt notenuahba' the 
honour or intereſt of trueReligion.. 

'So that whatever the pretences are, it i isan ambitions 


of any 


 diſcontented, revengeful ſpirit,an uncakie, reſilefs, fickle 
and changeable humour , which diſturbs. p lick Go- 


vernment,and undermines.the Thrones of Princes ; and 
therefore. it is no wonder; iif the beſt Princes = the beſt 
Governments ih the warld: be diſturbed by ſuch men; 
David himſelf could not gſcape-, he. had 2great many 
enemies, but Davids God was greater ithan they a 
for great deliverance be: t0-hbis King ,, avd 


mercy to his Anointed, to David and to his ſeed for Io 


"There: is @mething peculiar io the& words, which 


cannot beapplicd to any. other Prince ;: for as: Dawd: was 


King of {frael,-1o:.he was'a Type of the Meſſas', |who 
Was to- from his loypes ; and. thax., promiſe or 
prediction ithat he would thew mercy to his Anointed, 
pgs the Keg afthe Mee whats 
Vol om. 0i tae 45s : WRO 15 
wid op ler updnthe Three of: David ;: but yet thoſe 
6liverances'God wrought for David, were perſonal too, 
"—__ example of Gods. care and protection of Pious 
and Religious: Princes. And when we. ſce.theiſame good 
providence watching oves pur Prince, and ſecuring him 
from'the bloody deſigas of wicked men ;' we.have _ 
ſon thankfully to acknowledge it, as David did; 
——_— he hath —_ to our Prince, : he_ hath vo 
to his Anointed. , Naw know me ,: thatithe Lord. ſa 
th hig Anointed , he rg figs! wr bis boly Hedaves 


| with the Jening Jo | Pnevgth: of. his right han; . 1Some truft 7" 


is Chariots, and ſome in Horſes , buf we will remember the 
Name of. the Lard our Godir # Fara are "4; down and fak 


My 


| 4]. - 
' .  My:preſent- Diſcourſe therefore>ſhall confift 'of theſe 
two 'parts.-:'x]-Brieflyito. obſerveto'yon, |choſe® many 
great Deliverances which 'God”- hath wrought” for: owe 
it, eſpecially with reference to this late Diſcovery, il> 
x.- Toobſerve to you, ithoſe'many great deliverances 
which God hath' wronght for-out: King/ | His troubles 
have not been mudl/unliks, 'T am-ſure nor inferiour-ts 
Davids, and his Deliverances have not :beetr'teſsſteange 
and wonderful. - F am.not a going to give you'a Hiſto- 
ry-of' his Life, but only to point you. to! fome remarks- 
ble-paſſages of it, whichit es us all thankfully £9 
remember;>\ zo 77, G06 @ | 
I ſuppoſe no man doubts,how many dangers a Prines 
is expoſedto, who flies before an'enragedand victorious 
enemy 4; Who knows not' whither' to go, where tohide 
himſelf,-whom'to truſt ithis'was the condition: of out 
/ Dread Sovetaign, 'who was hunted' as a Partridge ir-the 
mountains, purſued by his own RebelliousSubjeRs,; who 
had uſurpt his Throne, and thirſted after his Blood: But 
-then-God found a' hiding place for him, '-and-delivered 
him from the defire and expeCtation'of his-cnemies|-: 
- Bur ſtil} his condition 'was calamitous;, 'he was fore't 
to live in Exile and Baniſhment, diveſted of Royat pow- 
er, andall the enſignes of Majeſty , 'reduced'to a pre- 
carious ,- and ſometimes a neceflitous ſtate ;"while he 
faw his Friends impoveriſht and ruined ; his'T.oyal'Sub- 


dane! Ml” its 10 ne 
> 4 ) , © E, 3A \3 4 y \ 3{\N% 


too powerful to allow any hope to ſee an end: of theſe++ 

eroubles.: But. thar God, 'who can 'do'what he pleaſes, | 

._._ and oftentimes does fuch'ehings4y as ho:humane force 

nor- power can'effe;*/patariend torheſp'troubles a); 

and reſtored him toi his Fathers Throne Peaceand'Ho- 

' nour, and with the univerſal joy and triumph of his 
SubjeQts : and I ſuppoſe you will” reckon-this-a delive- 


xs oppreſt, - his Enemies triumphantstoo'vigthnt; and / 


rance; 2 great and:wonderful deliverance'both t6 Pririce 
and People-; 'a deliverance! immediatelys wrought.' by 
god;>wirlout' Hbmane poliey9 cbnerivatite, or power: 
Tofecx'Ptince whoſe Fathes'way Mardergdy ant lims 
ſelf iforc'rincobaniſhuriegt? by lis enea7SubjeRs3” with! 
out any power of hisown, withour the helpandafſit- 
ance of Forreign Allies;:while-his Frietids'athome-were 
eppreſt;-while the-fame powetThelbqtJve himonr; was 
fill inthe hands of! hibenemie3'7] while bb-intiny pere: 
ſors 'who' were in' greateſt 'pdwere Wers/coticerned! for 
theiv.-own preſervation” to:keep him/out ; while thoſe 
who witht hisretuxn;; durſt norwhifpor-any thing tend- 
ing/to:alttheKing batk agaty'p! 1'ſapze6ſeva Prince'itr 
ſach-greymſtances, without Nriking/a-blow ; without 
ſhedding a drop of Blood.j"retiirn again 1n the 'throngs 
and crouds,, and with the-acclamarions of his Subje&ts, 
is no'leſs/a Miracle, than \dividingi the fea to: give a ſafe 
paſkge to the [+ aetizes'>'0 for. the Platmiſt repreſents*it 
2s an argument of equal: power ito tz the' noiſe of 'the 
the ſeas, the noiſe 'of their waves, and the'tumult of the 
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people. This is'the Lords doings , andit is marvellous in 64 Pal. 7. ” o 


our 'eyes ; now know we; that the Lord ſaveth his. Anointed, 
he will> hear him from his holy Heaven with the ſaving 
ftrengthof bis tight hand. Fn POL} 2G A 


And that good Providence, which brought our Kidg 
back again, has.watcht over him ever ſince. Though 
he returned in 2 happy day, when the Seas were ſmooth 
and calm, when no frowns were tobe ſeen on mens for- 
heads, but ſuch cheerful looks as ſignifyed the inward 
pleaſure and ſerenity of their minds, yet it could not 
be expeRed; that this calm would always laſt. T think 
we may now venture: to fay; without fear of being cen- 
ſared,:that there are two forts of men, that are reſtleſs 
and'implacable, andalways working under ground,and 
both of them withan equal pretence of Religion: F 
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-mean the Papiſt and the Fanatick,I ſhall gat take notice 
of thoſe ſeyeral weakattempts.they haye.made ſince the 


happy Reſtauration gf, our Prince 3; there 45 
reatef to imploy our thoughts at this time, ſome more 

anal d . pre exp mani ns of. that great deliverance God giz 
veth to g 

We have; now: for many y years had little other dif 
courſe than; of a ad rc 'Plot, a wicked belliſh deſign» 
gainlt the. Life of [our King, -and/ the Religion! and Li- 
berties of his Subjefts. - This was a. formidable deſign, 
laid cloſe and in the dark, proſecuted with deep Coun- 
{als and combined, intereſts. We may remember, for I 
think we cannopeaſily forget, - what horror and-cooſter- 
gation furprized.us at the news z-7 we lived in; perpetual 
fear of the Life of our Prince, in perpetual fear of our 
own: hoy did the name of Popery. dnrvedly A ſink 
among us!. how did: men abbor.'s Religion, which 
nouriſht with Blood'; wich ry > 2nd.innocent Blood! } 
How zealqus were yk in their difcoverigs-how. watch- 

ful in their Guards, ho GEVOK 1 io their Prayers for the 
preſervation of their Prince,, and" of their. Religion! 
And though paſſibly. we ve.ciot-ſaen $0 thebottomof 
that Plot toithis day.gud it-may'be.never ſhall, yet.hleſ- 
ſed be God, there was enough diſcovered to; prevent 
the miſchief ; we ſtill enjoy. our Religion , we ſtill-ſee 
our Prince, and rejoyce under the benigne influences of 
his Government; hitherta God| hath ſaved his Anojoted 


' from a Popith, I pray God ſtilldefend him from a Fana- 


tick Plot. 

A Fanatick, a true Proteſtant Plot > ſurely that is im- 
poſſible; there can be no danger from that corner; this 
is only. a ſcandal caſt upon, innocent and-peaceable men. 
Truly this has been fo often faid,:and; with o mich con-- 
fidence, that we had like not to haye believedit poſſible, 
fill it « had been too late. It Was i prove any. 

man 
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man to be aPapiſt; ' who durſt own' it poſſible, for ſuch 
good men to Rebel , or Plot againſt the King and Go- 
vernment; and yet it was very hard not tothink that 
poſſible to be done, which had been done once already, 
and that fo lately , ' as not tobe forgot , though it was 
| pardoned; an Atof Oblivion could not wipe it out of 
mens memories, eſpecially when they ſaw the'fame 
things begin to be atted over again, with the fare Re- 
ligioas  pretences. I am apt tothink', we had been 
' more ſecure from the Popiſh Plot , than for ought I 
know, we may yet be, had not theſe men abuſed peo-- 
Ples fears and dangers of Popery to the diſturbance of 
the Government, and to the carrying on their /Antimo-- 
narchical 'and Fanatick deſigns. We remember how 
ſoon the Popiſh Plot was turned into a great noiſe 'and 
cry againſt the Church of Ewg/avud; and no way was - 
thought ſo fit to keep out Popery, as to pull-down the 
Church; and thus the poor Church of Zap/ard,which - 
had eſcaped" the rage :and fury. of Rome , had-fike to - 
have been facrificed to a true Proteftant zeal , ' which no 
doubt had given a fatal blow to'Popery. #c Tthacus + 
velit; & magnimercentur Atride.- * | "M 

' How things-proceeded-after this to the diſturbance of: 
the publick peace, andthe interruption'of the ordinary 
courſe of | Juſtice ,. you all know;as'well as1 ; and wiſe 
men quickly ſaw , and honeft. men could not forbear - 
warning thepeople , whuther theſe things tended: and : 
they 'met with-a>good reward tor it; they were all Pa- - 
piſtsin Maſquerade , and eſpecially the Loyal Clergy 
were loaded with all the contempt and"ignominy,which - 
an inraged and envenomed zeal , andſome witleſsfcrib- 
lers coald caft on them. : Whole vollies of Pamphlets - 
flew about to: poyſon'the people with lewd and Seditious - 
Principles; but-to-'Talk or write or preach about Obes - 
dience to Government: , or-patient ſuffering for a yu 

| | | ca 


WSK 


cauſe, was to betraythe Prodeſtaie SPY and t0/ in 


vite a PopiſhiSueceſſour to:cutiaur Throats :-: and: whar: 


| allthisends joabatkelie co Gods now tecod —_ 
time enough to:-prevent itz! 
. Ido not-pretend totell you any thing which you! do 


not all know; Time; and the'care of our Governours, 


and the guilty Conſciences of :Rebels, and the.good pro- 
videnceof God,I hope, wilkinake further Diſcoveries, and 
bring theſe ſecret: worksof darkneſs into:open view; but 
weknow enough: to praiſe God for hisgreat deliverance, 
which he hath given his King ; we know enough to:ad- 
mire. and adore that: infinite wiſdom who by the moſt 
ſcemingly. caſual and contingent events , .can-ſocafily 
dappoint and defear the deſigns of wicked :and: bloody 
Who ever. ſuſpe&ted, that the fire at Newmarket 
_ i by God for 'the preſervation of our King and 
his Royal Brother , for the preſervation of theſe King- 
doms, of our. Liberties: and Religion: ; | Wonderful are 
thy works, 0 Lord, andthy ways: paſt fording.out. | 
.This ſhort account I havegiven you, is an excellent 
Comment upon my Text,” a caſe very parallel to Da- 
vids. The deliverances of. . our;Prince: are no: way in- 
feriour to that mercy- God ſhewed to David, when. he 
delivered him from the 'L _— and the, Bear',”' from; the 
uncircumciſed. Philiſtin, from a perſecuting Sau/ , from 
a Rebellious Abſolom , from a Treacherous Achitophel, 
from the ſtrivings of the people. , - Great. deliverance 
| Hieweth j he to his Ki ing,» 2088 Jhendeb mercy: to: bus ons 
'4 JYRIIUPI 


2. And thus I ——_- to make! forne aticil R Re- | 


marks and Obſervations on this, which was the _ 
1 principally deſigned. - And they. are theſe. > {1.5 © 

1: What-a vain and fruitleſs attecpogitcis: to Plot ab 
gainſt the.Life and Crown and:Nignity::of qur. _ 


when God-undertakes thedefence-and proteftion of him. = 


Set= 


to) 

Setting aſide the wickedneſs and-impiety of it ,"#-is 4 
faolih and dangerous defign. | Whoezor conlidersonly 
the probable events/of humane aftians., wilt betafily 
£98yinc't ,. how ankkely-ites; chat tuch Pi:t}ſhoald 
take efict. ' To imiſs the very critizal mnare;fpoils alt 
the deſign'; and yet after all the $kill andcontrivance 
they.can uſe, 'there:are ten thoutand caſualties to'difap- 
point them. ': Such. deſig 15! catnot/ be afted alone, "but 
require numerous-conteacrates;' and what ſecurity can 
there be,that no one man in ſuch a number ſhall betra 

the Secret 2. Some poſfibly may be toucht with relinoole 
and-horror of Conſcience ; may be trighted with-rhe 
very, thoughts of: that Villany which they 'defifgned' to 
att ;: and: then they need no body to betray them but 
themſelves, for no man can long together conceal the 
fire, wh ch burns in his owa breaſt. Other men may 
ger.intq the company , and acquaint themſelves with-all 
their [atrigues; and at ſo.cunninga part, 'as tobe mi- 
ſtaken for confiding perſons ; may appear moſt-zealous 
and moſt forward in the buſineſs, and all this white be- 
tray their Counſels, and put an effeftual Rop to them, 
whea. they :age ripe for execution: ;and it is impoſſible 
for the cunningeſt men to prevent this, who have not 
2 Caſement into mens Breaſts. Other men, who enter 
mto the Confederacy to mate their Fortunes, may hap- 
pen-to conſider, that it is much the ſafeſt and moſt effe- 
Gugl way: to do this by diſcovering the Plot, than by 
ating it. The power of Wine ſometimes unlocks a 
Secpet, and ſaves a Kingdom ; | ſome unexpeted Quar- 
rels 8nd Animoſities among the Conſpirators, a-mutual 
jaloufie of each others greatneſs; a haſty diſpute about 
dividing the Riches'and Honours and Power of the Na- 
tion, before they have it, «nay tempt them to-hang one 
an9ther , - and leave the Spoil which they had already 
devoured in their hopes and expeRtations, tothe right 
0Wners. C A 
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A deſire to reſcue-ſome. friend out. of'- the' common 
ruin, may fave a Kingdom..: Walls and Hedges have Ears, 
and, the very Birds: of the:.Air may: tell- the 'matter. 
Their Cabals may be obſerved and-ſuſpeted, 'a:1d their 
affe&ation of-Sectecy may betray them. '' Their guilt is 
often ſeen -in-their, looks, and creates jealouſies and ſu- 
ſpicions of ſome. ſecret deſign; and an unlucky word, 
which he -nieant nbthing-by, who. ſpoke it, may make 
them ; think themſelves - diſcovered ; and this'is a regdy 
way to make them diſcover themſelves. The: Heart of 
the ſtouteſt. Rebel may fail him, when he comes to 
give; the fatal blow. ; or.he may mils of his aim, or his 
Gun; may. not g2/off ,- or. he." may' diſtruſt .his own e- 
ſcape;;.and not be hardy. enough to ſacrifice his own life 
inthe Cauſe ; and a thouſand other accidents, which it 
is impoſſible for me to reckon up, may fave the Devo- 
ted, Prince, and Hang the Confpirators::.and thoſe had 
need;be men of very: deſperate Fortunes, or very little 
underſtanding, who engage in:ſuch deſperate deſigns. 
But when:to- this we: add the conſideration of the 
Divine Providence, which peculiarly intereſts it ſelf in 
the diſpoſal of Kingdoms; and in all thegreat Changes 
and Revolutions of Publick affairs, unleſs theſe men were 
of the Privy-Council of Heaven, and could. hold-intelli- 
gence with the Secret Decrees and purpoſes of | God for 
the Government of the World, they can never be ſecure 
of Succeſs, how hopeful ſoever their projects and deſigns 
appear. | I b- 

If God take any care of human affairs, if he concern 
himſelf at all in the Government of the World, we may 
certainly conclude that his providence dces- principally. 
order the:Fate and Revolutions of Kingdoms and Com- 
mon-wealths: Some Philoſophers have queſtioned, whe- 
therGod condeſcended fo far;as totake notice of particu- 
lar creatures; but all who acknowledged his Providence, 


thought 


[11]- 
thought the great Concernments of Kingdoms, the-pla- 
cing gr diſplacing of Princes; worthy. of/-his care. and pes 
culiar regard: and therefore we, who are aſſured by.our 
Saviqur,. that Gods care,and: providence, extends tothe 
Sparrows, and the Lilies of the Field, cannot doubt, 
whether he Rules and Governs in the Kingdoms of men, 
whether he who-takes care,of .eyery, particular creature, 
takes care ofthe general conceramentsof humane Socie- 
ties, wherein the happineſs of, all particular men is in- 
volved. And can:theſe men then think to pull down and 
to ſet up Princes at their. pleaſure 2 God may ſometimes 
ſuffer Treaſon-and Rebellion to be proſperous, bur it can. 
never. proſper ,. but when - God pleaſes ;,and it is un- 
poſſible Rebels ſhould ever know that, and therefore 
it is impoſſible, they ſhould have any reaſonable ſecuri- 
ty of ſucceſs.  _ 1:17 6 ers Be nn 
There is _ more: expreſly contrary 'to the.-re-; 
vealed will of God,” than Treaſonable Plots and.Con- 
| ſpiracies againſt Soveraign Princes: and though God does: 
many times permit thoſe things to be done, which he 
has forbid to. be done, or elſe no man could ever be: 
Guilty of any Sin; yet. his forbidding of it -is a plaig- 
argument, that he does not approve it, that he will 
not countenance it, nay, that he will got permit it, but 
where he ſees great and wile reaſons to doo... 2 
God never indeed interpoſes by. an irreſiſtible power. 
to hinder men from chooſing that which is wicked, - for - 
he offers no force and violence to mens Wills but when 
this wickedneſs is injurious to. others, who are the'ob-. / 
xRs..of his] care and. providence, he many times in- 
terpoſes. to prevent the.miſchicf. 'The hives of private 
men-are.not. at the. diſpoſal 'of every -Ruffian ; nor a. 
Sparrow falls to the ground without our Father, mugh; 
leſs a man,.\much lels a Prince, on, whoſe life.and fors., 
© tyae the/livgs,and, fortunes, of. ſo many, thouſands de-,. 
pend> .: 9... And 


[12] "I 

- And therefore no man can reafonably promiſe him- 
felf ſucceſs in Plotting againft his Price,” but ke who 
certainly knows, that God for” ſome” wife but hidden 
reaſbns; wilt ſuffer ſucha Villany to take effe&t ; 'which 
no man cart know without a Revelation; and we cannor 
think, 'that God will encourage any man by an extra- 
ordinary Revelation. to do'that, which he himſelf has 
eyprefly forbit, and threatned with'Eternal death. © ©, 

So that all fuch men a@ at infinite ' uncertainties; 
beſides the puniſhments of the-other World, which are 
reſerved for Traitors; beſides the many Natural con- 
tingencies and uncertainties of humane ations : if they 
believe, that there is a Providence which Governs the 
World, they have ten thouſand to cne againſt them, 
that God will not permit them to do, whartlicy de- 
ſign : and thoſe are bold men indeed, who dare vie Stra- 
tagefmis and Power with God ! 

- Eſpecially when they Plot againſt a Prince who feems 
to be the Darling of Providence, who has received fo 
many wonderful and miraculous deliverances, as if he 
were {till reierved for fome Extraordinary ſervice in the 
World.” One would have thought, the diſcoverie of 
the Popiſh Plot, which ho doubt'was managed with as 
much Secrecy, with 'as wary Councils, and deep In- 
trigues, as any thing ever was, ſhould have diſcouraged 
any new attempts in this Age : it ſhould have brought 

2 Pal.1,2, to mind that Triumphant Palm, Why do the Feather 
3-4 rage.and the people imagine a vain thing > the Kings of the 
earth fland up, and the Rulers take Counſel together ( a 
' morepowerful Faction than fome private Male-cuntenrs) 
againſt the Lord, and againſt his Anointed, ſaying, Let 
us break their Bonds fancy, and cat away their Cortls 
from us. He that dwelleth in the Heavens fhall laugh 
thim to' ſcorn, the Lord ſhall have them in derifion. At 
lealt it is time now'to rake warning , Teſt we'be formd 

; | c [ | fighters 


| 
I 
bl 
{ 
: 
* 3 
F } 
” 3 
© # 
e 
) 
: 
: 
f 
E 1 
a 
% 
3 
+1 


_ OC_— 


V9 


CR ee Ee a a A ESI 


. 


ah = dad « 
6 OR WL EI 


F; _ ec eo, OY" Mx P 


. £ 13] ws 

fighters againſt God : it js; vain and a dangerous at- | 

empt to conſpire his ruine , whom God hath hitherto 

fo miraculouſly preſerved... : 

_— re is another Obſervation on theſe late 

Plors'a nfpiracies,which no man can avoid making, 
and that is, how darigerous the diſputes and differences 

of Religion are to'the publick Pegce and welfare of any 

Nation.” Chriſtian Religion indeed \is the greateſt fecu- . 

rity of Governmenr, both in its precepts and examples; 

It commands every Soul to be ſubje&ttothe higher pow- 

ers, 'and threatens eternal Damnation againit Rebels ; 

It teaches us to give to every one. their due; Tribute 

to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom , Fear to 
whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour. It \(trictly enjoyns 
the practiſe of all ſociable Yertues, and charms thoſe 
boiſterous paſſions, which difturb. humane converſarion ; 

it requires us to obey our Superiours 10 all lawtul things, 
and quierly to ſubmit and ſuffer, when we can't obey. 
And the blefſed Jeſus, who was the Author of our Reli- 
pion , and our great Pattern and Example, did himſelf . 
pra&iſe theſe Laws, which he gave to us. He lived in 
ob&dience tothe Civil powers ; and though the Jewith ]. 
Nation, which was free people, the lot and-inheritance 

of God himſelf, were then in ſfubjetion to the Romans, 
yet he would not give them the leaſt encouragement 
to ſhake off the yoak, but commands them to give xn- 

ro Cafar the things that are Ceſars, and to. God the things 
that are Gods. Though he was a King, yethe was not 
Ceſars Rival ; for his Kingdom was not of this world, 

& therefore he did not arm his SubjeQts to fight for him, 

as he told” Pilate. His Kingdom was not to be fet up in 18Joh. 36. 
the world by force and power , but he gave teſtimony 

to the truth with his B'ood , and co:nmanded his Dit- 

ciples to do fo too. He died himſ-If upon the Croſs, 

and made this the condigion of our Diſcipleſhip, to take 
F | up 
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+up our Croſs and- follow him ; and thus. the Apoſtles 
and the Primitive Chriſtians did ,.. they;.cheerſullyto 

lowed their Maſter to the ( roſs -and conquered by-ſut- 
tering, "Chriſtianity was Planted" in the world by no o- 
ther arts but'th&foolifhnet $ of Preaching, by preaching 
that abſurd a— DOT ,.as the world;then 
accounted it, of -a Crucified Jeſus ; and.it defended: .at 
-felf only by-a reſolute 'and Ah ng 6 the 
| - Name of Chrift. *” This'is the true temper,and ſpirit of 


Chriſtianity. Under the moſt barbarous and perſecu- 
ting Emperours , no Chriſtian ever ſuffered as a Rebel ; 
they gave no otherdiſturbance to the Goveroment,than 
. by confeſſing themſelves Chriſtians, and nienog for it, 
Their numbers' indeed were very formidable, but no» 
thing elſe ; for in imitation of their great Maſter, they 
went as Lambs to the ſlaughter, and as ſheep before their 
fhearers are dumb, ſo they opened not their mouths. 
| But notwithſtanding this , our daily experience tells 
-ns, that when Religion is divided into Faftions and Par- 
ties, or rather men are divided into Factions and Parties 
upon account of Religion, there is nothing more imbit- 
ters mens ſpirits againſt each other, nor gives greater di- 
ſturbance to publick Government. All the troubles and 
miſeries,which for theſe late years have overwhelmed this 
unfortunate Iſland, have been owing to thiscauſe; Reli- 
gion hasbech madeeither rhe reaſon or the pretencegtall; 
1 Papiſts plot and conſpire the death of a Proteſtant Prince 
t robring in Popery., and profeſt Proteſtants, it ſeems, do 
the fame thing to keep out Popery ; and thus a Prate-. 
| ſtant Prince, and a truly Proteſtant, or rather a, true Pri- 
| mitive and Apoſtolick Church, is in danger of both. 
| And is there not'grear Teaſon.then tor Princes,.,who 
| 
| 


love their Lives and their Crowns , to keep a watchful 
eye .over-ſuch buſie , porent, and dangerous FaCtions?2. 
ſhall it be called Perſecution for Religion, to puniſh 


Trai- 
tors, 


[18] 
rors;; or | to kedp under a ations'and turbulent Spirit; 
If. the Confciences of 'Subjefts will ſerve them tro Rebel 
fot: Religion';2 it /ſeenis 2 very hirdicaſe, it the Conſci- 
ence:of the Prince muſt niotiaflow him'to hang em for 
their Rebellion :-and yet' no wiſe Prince will put ir up- 
on that hazard neither ;'\ if he can help it, to ſuffer his 
Subje&s toi deſerve to'be hanged. © To curba growing 
Fadtion" by ptudent'and>rimely Reſtraints*,-is a much 
LL WITS CH mm IO! SoHL en A 
The truth of [this is readily owned, when it is appli- 
ed to the Papiſts. Thicy are men of ſuch dangerous 
Principles-and PraQiices, as not to be ſuffered tohve in 
any Proteſtant Kingdom; and truly fo they are , and 
tlianks be toGod, ' we have very good Laws againſt 
them; and whatever they may do in private, they dare 
not/ out-face Government with their publick and nume- 
rous Conventicles; they walk in the dark, and dare nor 
own themſelves to be what'tliey are. fn 
; But yet I cannot but wonder upon what Principles 
thoſe:men Aft, whoare ſo Zealous agrinſt Popery, and 
think it ſuch an 'unpardonable'fault in Governors, to 
ſuffer any Papiſt;cſpecially a Popiſh Prieſt, though never 
ſo: obſcurely and' privately, to'live "among vs, and yet 
at: the: ſame time think it Perſecution,a horrible Perſecu- 
tion, not -_ a general Liberty and Indulgence to 
all. other. Diſlenters. The difference between theſe two 
caſes muſt either ireſpeCt: their Religion, or the ſecurity 
of the Government.  ' © £& ny 
As for their Religion, 'I believe Popery to be a very 
corrupt Religion , ' and the greateſt Apoſlacy from 
Chriſtianity ot-any other Sett or Profeſſion, which: ge- 
ſervesthe name of Chriſtian ; bur yet 'T ani f&'profeft 
aqn:enemy to Popety , that Iablior that Popiſhrinciple 
.f; perſecuting men meerly for Religions ſake, which can 
10 more-be juſtified in Proteſtants againſt Papifts, than 


Wm 


% 


 lincere. protefiors of | it 


dered by his Proteſtant Subjefts wieh-all the mook-for- 
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of. a Prog pay 20 Ws Kin 96d jncareſ toEſt 
the. true Rehpion-4n, + 10 encourage! the 
and:to/ lay: ſuch-reftrainrs->up» 
on others, as maybe - dbczent! to make them conſider, 
and hearken to wiſe inſtruQjons,,- that it may: be no 
mans temporal intereſt to diſſent from the Religion of 
his Prince: and it is the-duty;of Church-Governars not 
to receive any into the Communion of the Church, / or 
to caſt them out again, who-do not profeſs the ſame 
Faith, or will not conform to the Worſhip and Diſci- 
pline of the Church. And this is all,that I know of in this 
matter ; .and if men. will. call-this Perſecution; :it is' a 
fign, they know not. what Perſecution means; forthe 
Primitive Chriſtians, who were indeed perſecuted, would 
have thought ſuch uſage as this, a.very cafe an pro» 


ſperous State. 


$o that the difference muſt lie, if any wha: + in the 
Security ;of 'the, Government. | That nd :Proteſtant 
Prince or Kingdom, can be ſecyred from the attempts 
and Conſpiracies of Papiſts, whoſe Principles and Pra- 
Qtices are deſtructive to Govetnment-: and! this 'is the 
very true reaſon of thoſe ſevere LAws, which were 
made in this Kingdom againſt Popery.' i And-it- muſt 
be acknowleged , that there was-formerly a: vaſt diflc- 
rence between Papiſts and Proteſtants upon thisaccount, 
and therefore a ſufficient reaſon for: any Prince to: make 
a difference between them ; and I with, Tcould fay,:it 
were ſo ſtill, but I dare. not, 'I cannot fay fo.: 'Todeny 
that profeſt Proteſtants have eyer Rebelled againſt their 
Prince, is to,deny, that there ever was a Civil War in 
England, that there ever was'a Proteſtant Prinos-Mur- 


malities of Law and Juſtice; and: he-muſt /have 'fome- 
what more than-the impudence of 4 Jeſuit, that: can 


deny 
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Nance was avery bad-one;; it 
[none hopeſtill, that this wasnos-the 
temper nor the Principles of the men, but ſome unlucky 

juncture of Affairs, which tranſported them beyond the 
+ their Duty; and theit own:avowed-Principles 
[The bappy'Reflatuarion vf-our-Banjſht Prince. angie in 
ſomermeature have expiared their:former guilt, 
might-have recovered: their innocence, and the -0nv 4 
tion ..of; Proteſtant. Loyalty, 'had- they manifeſted the 
ſincerity. of -their repentance by abborriog all the Prin- 
ciples, and Practices of Rebellion; :but/be muſt be a 
þold' man->indeed,” who dares: make excuſes: fori thoſe 
who: prove;Rebelsa ſecond time; and he muſt bea bokder 
Prince, who willtruſt them. 

[And:when/every lutle Creature is ſo vaſtly concerned 
for, Liberty:'and /Property,can; we think--our: Prince 
ſhould be the onely unconcerned Perſon, when the" Li- 
berty' and Property of his''own Life and Crow is” at 
Novta, Os; _ reaſonable: man.expeCt, that he 

ſhould encourage t FaCtions, which: by. fre- 
quent {experience he ye ur gs dangeraus.to 
his Thione?. When Religion 'turns/ into'a State-attion, 
t9<urb and reſtrainand/quell ſuch: pretences, is notto in- 
mou the a of prrray-caed —— —_— 
toi ſeeune the! pulalick Peace, :anfto prevent:the oc- 
eaſlons of aew er) a ryryr ſoticr:Difſentercan 
reaſonably; blame / bis Pritice for this; though be: - Nay 
blame thoſe, and ought, to expteſs'a.juſti tidn/a- 
gainſt-them, ; who forfeit this liberty by gs a / rp a 
Cloak of maliciouſneſs. 

- AndiHwe ever deſire-to fee;the: peact.and: prodjixiry 
of our Sion « is it not high time-to unite in Rehigion, 
which-is-the:onely thing, that'can bleſs us with a:firm 
andiaſting-poace > i qatamonkbakens been ow- 
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owing! tothe: diflerdnetscof- Rel idn;:And.white' the 
czyſr.of diſfentions remai there aiayt be-fortie 
expedicntsar preſent ſbuiid'out to exheidifiemper, 
et. -horhing): canj remove it,» All-meni feenvro te: 
enſible of this, and very defirous of. an Union ; but the 
queſtion is, how-or in/ what we ſhall Udite-ii; | - 1 1. 

1 Shall weunite [n/Popery?!-God forbil) the:falvanion 
of: our Souls isi omeivhatidearer tous than:'temporal 
peace,: and that we believe to'beexpoſed to infinite ha 
_ ad woigarſeh gre of fo ren_ 2 oy rien A 

1 ac will 
Keure. the publick - but we nll war our 
jms. ſowholly fubordinate to te eds. mas 
canctiveour Souls, and febare the publick peace t 
ther, ſuch a Religion ought to-be choſen upon-a. le | 
account; but if both theſe intereſts cacmor beunited, we 
maſt take cxretoſave onrSouts; and truſt the Providence 
of God withour othet concernments!'- i? 

Shall we then unite with the different _ Fur Parties 
of Chriſtians, which ate' among us?This- is to unite 
without Uniog. It is to unite iddeed agazaff 
but. to: unite 7 [The ſeveral parties of Diſſen- 
ters, who ſeparate from the-Chireh of F Englund, differ 
as much from each other, as they do from us | They 
may, infite and combine” together in pulling down, but 
theyican:never anitoin eaters | up any thing :-they can 
uoite'mTtimnlts} and pablick: Difturbatices, 'duteliey 
oo rw ur Fen Pure had pulled:down 
the Church-of | could ſet up nothing” in 
yo og but py Door vonade of- Heres! = 

l 
{2/Therejs! nothing; thet'to. white in) but the Church of 
Englind} as by Law'cſtabliſhed, which will borh. ſecure 
the intereſts of -our Soals nd the publick” peace. And 
uy ſhould we not-unite- kr os Church? which'is:the 
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the fatisfattion of Diſſenters, would'open'the Eyes of all 
fincere would bur 
= Mem ren 


is it 4 


make for 

other.” 10D! my 
'1:'3, How 'dangerous a raſh boiſterous intemmperate 
Zeal is, tho it be for the beſt things, and againſt. 
the worſt: * 'Whateyer'privatediſcontents; revengetul or 
ambitions deſigns, "rtghe ſearerly aft fore great men; 
who know how to prattiſe upon'*the zeal andthe igno- 
rance of the people ; yet nothing is more evident, than' 
thatthe firſt viſible occafion of -thefe new Tronblesand 
Conſpiracies, which have endangered the Lifeof our 
King, and the'Rujne of ' his Governinents wis Rid in a 
mighty zeaFagainlt Popery , *and 'for the preſervation 
of #. _ProteſtantReligion. , The PopiſhPlot was the 
firft Scene in'this 1ew- Tragedy, * "Thoſe Vloody deſigns 
raiſed the fears, thejealoufies, 'the indignation oF men 3 
and # love to-theit Prince and-td theit Religion, Kindlyd 


and blew 'up their Zeal into "ſuch a violent flame , as 
threatned an wiiverſfal defolation; and became more for- 
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1d fears; and-; .chem "hart and run away. from 
cir own ſhadow. Such. a boiſterous Zeal.is the Frenzy 


A eo or tec 30d pre- 
cipitates thera. into the: moſt wild extravagant and arre- 
Lgious. attempts. -, There. is. nothing more {pernicious 
than Zeal when it: gets a bed, and bears down all,the 
confiderations, of Feaonand ag When 
men are: conſcious $o-chemelves, are engage 
in.a good Cauſe, and-haye honcſt deſigns, x: makes chem. 
more bold and venturous:: for though few n e1 
own it, yet theaQions of too many ſufficiently pro- 
, that they.think they may; ſtrain a/point , and 
with, L AUEY. » T4 ap is.to ſerve. a'good. 
Cauſe , ' when the of. | and. the intereſt Fa 
Religion i is concerned :: ſach.a,zeal does violently 
men forward , but it-does not fteer well., nor = 
its Compaſs ; and thus; it is $00 often ſcen,that men. who 
with a zeal for Ion, iaſenſibly Mp. into State- 
- Factions, and are vaſtly beyond what they firſt 
deſigned, and engaged io far , fs they cannot. retreat 
with ſafety or honour , but muſt either Conquer or -be 
Conquered, - . 

Let us then above all things: taves cnacfour tal, 
that we may not miſtake an earthly. fire, which burns 
and conſumes , for that divine and harmleſs flame, 
which is kindledat Gods -Altar..- A trueZeal for Religi- 
on, is nothing more nor leſs, than ſuch a hearty loyetor 
it ,- as makes us very. diligent in the pra iſe of /it our 
ſelves, and contented, if God ſees it fie , to lay down 
our lives for.it, and WY. anuilrios to promote the 
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knowledge and pradtiſe of Religion in-the world bra 
lawful and prudent means; |-7A trae ian Zeal will 
' nat ſuffer -us to tranſgreks: the ſtriftibounds of :our_ dis 
ty-to-God 5. or of! our dutytoMen;eſpeciatly to-Kings 
and Pririces, whatever flattering proſpett of advantage 
it may give. To lie, to forſwear our ſelves, to PIE 
revile-each-other ;, 'to-Reproach andILibetGove 
Church and: State, /to ſtir up;:1 or: countenance with the 
leaſt thought; any Plots; Seditions, os Rebellions a 
the King , is nota Zeal for God,” nor for 'Religion ; for 
this wiſe ln i hor from: above ,' but is earthly, ſenſual and 
deviliſh-::for 1e"6-v airy and ng is, there is _ 
few; and every evil wor 
4.” Let our'paſtex experience fab ustowarch 
over the leaſt ſtirrings,' and firſt appearances of. a ſedi- 
tious and faCtious Spirit, cither in-our ſelves'or others; 
however it thay be-di ' with.a pretence* of Religi 
on. . Faction ; like Vices,: has but very ſmall be> 
ney! 'but- when thoſe: beginnings are indulged , it 
improves and gets ſtrength. -'Onmne in pracipiti vis 
tizm ftetit ; when.men once eſpouſe a-Party, like thoſe, 
who: are a:running down hill, they'cannor ſtop; you 
they pleaſe. - Diſcontents' and Jealouſies are eaſily -fo- 
| mented, when we have once given admiſſion-to them; 
and the buſie Fators and Agentsfor Sedition, when they 
find us: never ſo little diſpoſed and prepared to receive 
the impreſſion, uſe their utmoſt art: and skill ; all the 
SY of inſinuation and addreſs, 'to make'us Proſe- 
tes. I doubt not but many men have died Rebels,and 
6 ered as 'Traitors , who at firſt did'asmuch abhor the 
ts of Treaſon andiRebellion ,; as any'of- us' cart. 
Thus kdoubt: not but it was:in: our hate Troubles, ' and 
thus I believe itis at this'day.- 
Let. ſuchexamples as theſe make us wary , how we 
begin to entertamn.;:-or to: whilper our: Diſcontenits and 
SY Fears; 
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. Andahe grodt danger f ach ings ds;. thating 
are-notaps-wo obſervethemqu our ſelvesorvthers, when) 


Religion 'i5 kodefrnodin/ the quarrtl. ' Werhynk it all 
Zepl, (pure zedl;, and cannot 'vur ſeives or othe 
to be unany danger of turning Rebels. But whatever 
18.18:4t$:QWn . nabure.a-degree: and tendericy towardsRe- 
poar po is ſo, where —_ in wr 1, 54 it isfougdy 
there is always more t the beginanin 
of Vice ſhouldeorrupt the beſt temper of Mind.,. hs 
any hope, that a ſound and:Religious diſpoſition ſhqald 
corteft the,-malign :influences of (ſuch a/Vice. Some 
mensReligion doesas much incline them to Fattion, as 


ſecular interalt does other men ; | and there is no ſuch 


dangerous Fation, as that which is bred and nouriſhed 
by theCorruptions.of Religion... The Jewiſh. Zealots, 
and the Chriſtian Enthuſialts of. all ſorts; /are too plain 
agnexample of it.” And therefore-when men, who make 
great prerences to Religion to talk or a&t FaCti- 
ouſly , a fair opportunity. is as like to make them Re- 
bels as any other ;men. - Thus we often ſeeitvis, and this 
is a ſufficient reaſon to ſuſpett all ſuch beginnings, either 
in our ſelves or others, whatever glorious: emences we 
may have. 

Let this at-laſt:teach us to: learn from experience. One 
would wonder z: thar there/liould be any ofcaſion ſor 
'ſugh an Obſervation agthis : for thoſe, who! tavernot un- 
derſtanding nor reach enough to foreſee the ifſues-and 


events'of s,: yet when they have once ſeen, * what 


is" events of. luch ations ns. been, when-they! ſee-the 


ſame 
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'We faw M te 2a Zealand all td of Lone 41, 
return, agdip yet,it wasan unpardonable crime for a- 
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The cry againſt Popery.was renewed, bu 
raoveh witha great On reaſon, than they Ge et 
ly had, for we were in eminent danger of Popery; which 
s the onely difference between thoſe timesand ours : but 
then our real fears and dangers of Popery were preſent- 
ly abuſed to FaQtious deſigns, and. mag #0 property of 
to ſerve ſome, more; ſecret Intrigues old cry was 

againſt Popiſh Biſhops, and a Popiſh Liturgy , and Po- - 

pk IE and .jn a word, againſ the Popiſh 
ch. of. Exg/and ;, but, one would have thought it 
impoſlible, - ever-the Church ſhould at this ,tume 
have been 'cha rged with Popery, when the Popiſh Plot 
was principally intended agai the Church of England, 
and oj. E KG: as. the, Supream Governour and Detender, 
of HE et this was done too, and the Kingand the 
Sas like to have been brought into the Plot a- 

cer themſelves. We heard new ſtories told of the 
growrh of Popery. and Arbitrary Government, when 
he to God, we-faw rior feft.no ſuch thing. This 
= the main ſubject of: thoſe, jnfinite numbers of Pam- 
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et5,- that flew, about; che. Bifhops.and- Clergy were: 
never: ta eſcape, belides. x e many oblique and: 


ſcur-. 
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{currilous refleffions, which were made upon' the King 
and his Government: and it is hard to-name any tcp, 
which was formetly raken'to-ruine'Church' and: 
which theſe men'ec mtr eg did not." And 
yer few men would ſee, whither all this tended; though 
no men' wete thought fit for any publick ''Truſt 


Office, but thoſe. who were' eminent for their difaffe&t- 


onto. Church or Stare: * Thope' your eyes are opened 
now,”to ſee whar all this meant; Yd rk i 55 Bu 
a reaſonable requeſt to-you,, that if ever we ſhould be 
ſo unhappy, as to ſee theſethings atted over again, you 
would not need being 'put in mind, what the natural 
tendencies and conſequents are; which is the-onely 'reg- 
fon why 1 mention them now. | We had like to-have 
paid very deat for disbelieving our own eyes and ſenſes, 
arid former experience ; it iscertainly a cheaper and ſa- 
fer way to learn by former ' experiences than by new 
ig 10 Ta2qOT 10 a3. urmeh when 4 
© 6. Let us now learn how danperons'a thing it is to 
interrupt the ordinary Courſe and Methods of Juſtice, 
ler the pretence be what it will. Juſtice is the only ſup- 
port and ſecority of 'Hurmane' Societies 5-artl a ſtop or a 
breach here, is as fatal and dangerous, as a fathure inthe 
foundation, 'or the main pillars, which ſupport the build- 
ing. When men ate reſcued from the hands of Juſtice, 
2gainſt the moſt clear and notorious Evidence, ve Fr 
meer preſumption of their innocence, anda goodopints 
on of them. What ſecurity tan 'thiere be" 9 He Go- 
vernment, 'when let men do what they will, if they'can 
et and mairitain a reputation of Zealous Patriots for 
their Country and res vie 4 hy are out of rhe reach 
of Juſtice? Had” not the'good Providence'of God in- 


terpoſed, this Very thing 'might have coſt our King bis 
Life and*his | 1. \and* involved this miſerable po pf 


 inabloody'War This Plot might poſſibly have been 
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ry hard thing todo this, but it is'impoſſible we. ſhould 
| rig hout it. While our thoughts are wholly em- 
ployed to ſecure our ſelves on one hand, where our day- 
ger is preſent and viſible, ; it gives-opportunity. to anun- 
Fon and unobſerved Enemy, to aſſault us on. the other; 

Whea the Popiſh Plot was difcover'd,all mens mouths 
were opened againſt Popery;we faw no other Enemy,we 
feared none,weſuſpeted none ; nay,when there was too 
much reaſon for our. ſuſpicions; we would. believe none'; 
we thought it. impoſſible, that men,who expreſt ſuch an. 
abhorrence and deteſtation of the Popiſh Plot, ſhould be 
laying new Plots themſelves. And we ſee now, what ad- 
vantage they made of our ſecurity. :And now the great 
danger is ,. that the Diſcovery of this Ant-Popiſh Plot, 

« ſhould make men ſecure of Popery,and think there is no 
danger now from that corner. . For my part, I am abun- 
dantly fatisfied , that we are in great danger of both, 
and-in the greater danger of both:, becauſe their-con- 
trary aſſaults give great advantages to each other. The 
Papiſts now may Father their Plots upon Proteſtants, 
and Proteſtants upon Papiſts ; and we may be involved 
in Blood and Confuſion, and neither know our Friends 
nor gur Enemies. God of his infinite mercy preſerve 

our King and theſe Kingdoms, -our Liberties, Laws, and 
RI naens wicked confpiracies.of all our Enemies. 
hich is the laſt thing Tſhall recommend to you, to 
praiſe God for his preſervation of our King hitherto,and | 
earneſtly to beg, that the ſame good Providence would 4 
ſtill watch over him for the timeto come. E And | _} 
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of Soul- and Body in this world. Jf we value our 
own Lives, our Liberties, and Religion, if we value the 


[Security of ' the Governmentatid't tick Loads 3h 
-fafaty ; we have reaſon to bleſs God" i the prefe 


onof our King. Who can without Hhorronr con! 


- what a diſtratted face of = we had ſeen at this day, Y, 
- had this Plot taken'effe& > who knows,who thould have. 
-aCted his part in that Tragedy ? by ww cy ences of Teft, 

| they would have diſtinguihed Friends from Enemjes > 


Or what comfort had it been to any Loyal Subj, and 
good Chriſtian, 'to have ſurvived the Murder of his - 
Prince, and the ruines of Church and State, and to have 
been an eye-witneſs of thoſe barbarous Villanies, which 

would' have been afted under a Mask of Religion? Bleſ 

ſed be that God, who giveth deliverance to his King,and 
ſheweth mercy to his Anointed. Bleſſed be that” Al- 
wife Being, who ſits upon the Circle of the Heavens, 
and fees and laughs at, and defeats all the moſt, fecrec 

Pfots and Confpiracies of wicked men. Let us bleſs 
God, and let us honour our King, and receive him with 

and Thankſgiving as a new Gift and Preſent from 
the hands of God. When weare heartily thankful for 
the mercies we havg already received.this wilt make oug 

ers more effetual for the continuance of ro 
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our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , to ENG pt; pray Father. aud 
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